THE PRESCOTT
STEAM GA? James L. Prescott, Jr

wascohl Foumder af

pnn B Prescott

This is the story about @ Prescoll
Steam Car that finally came nome 10
rest

Back around the turn of the cenlury
when the automobile was being born
Amos L. Prescolt, great grandtather of
the author, established the Prescoll
Automobile Manufacturing Co. Mr
Prescotl was the son of J. L Prescalt,
founder of the J. L. Prescoli ompany
manufacturers of stove palish and shog
pollsh in Morth Berwick, Maine

Amos Prescoll moved the stove
polish factory to Passaic, Mew Jarsay in
1805 and established the company
neadquarters’ offices at B3 Chambers
cireet, Mew York City. Shorily aftar
moving the factory to Passaic, Amos
furned 1o manufaciuring thi Prescolt
&ipam Car. a3 2 sideline to the stove
polish business The [rst cars ware
manufactured af the firm's presant
jocation around 1900, bul as the vahiche
business increased, NS section, “The
Prescott Automobile Manufacluring
Company” WAas moved to a separate
plant in Passaic

The piclures on hesé pages are ol &
1003 Prescolt Steam Gar now owned Dy
the J. L. Prescott Company and whict
s housed in a special room in the firm
corporale headguartars

The Prescotl Steam Car participate
in many early automobile avents o




A view of e 1903
Pregcodt with i Erovl
sachon puded farward

which the Mew York 1o Boston and
return Reliability Aun in 1902 was fore-
masl, This run consisted of stop points
at noon and al the end of the day. The
cars had to reach each stop point within
a tan minuta tima limit. Throughout the
entire six day confest, the Prescott
Steam Car had no mechanical failures
and no nead for any assistance. Il was
awarded a Gold Medal for its “periect
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performance”

In other contesis. the Prescoll was
awarded the Silver Medal for the fastest
mile of a regular stock car in the Speed
Trial on Staten Island, May 31, 1802. On
September 11, 1903, E J. Folay, a
business associate of Amos Prescolt
drove the Prescoll Steamer for a “first
Exhibition Mile Race at the
Clhiftan Track in Cliltan, Naw Jersey. In

in the

July 1904, Amos Prescoll, accom-
panied by his da ughier Margaret, drove
the Prescott in the “Climb to the
Clouds™, the first annual national auta-
mobile hill climbing contest up M1
Washington, N.H. M Prascott was
awarded a medal for first place in this
competition

A number of Prescotis ware sold tram
1900 to 1905. Amos Prescoll also ap-

poinied @& sales representative in
England and many Prescotl Steam Cars
could be seen touring the English
countryside

The 1903 Prescotl car pictured in this
article was purchased from Mr. Gaorge
Fenton of Quincy, Massachusells in
1858 Amos M. Prescoll, Jr. and James
L. Prescolt, Jr., greal great grandsons
of the founder of the company, drove
3l
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An garly photograph of comsaany foundar Arios L Prescodt (1) and his 8oy
&

the car in the qualitying run of the Four
Aoses Antique London to Brighton Car
Meet in Mew York GCity in 1958, They
received a citation award presented Dy
James Malton

Alter twenly years of participating in
auto meels, parades and the J. L Pres-
coll Company picnics, il was decided
that the 1903 vehicle neaded resiora-
tion, &0 In 1975-76 the car was com-
pletely restored by Hibernia Auto
Aestorations in Hibernia, New Jersey

The Prescott is powerad wilh a
vartical two cylinder Tl horsepower
reciprocating type steam @ngine

There were two carripge models, the
two passenger and tha four passenger
versions. The front section of the lour
passenger model opens up allowing
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seating capacity for two in front of the
driver's seal. According to a sales
brochure the car was offered with a
black body with a choice of green, red,
dark blue or yellow on the body’s raised
panegls. The undercarriags running gear
was painted 10 match the panels The
fenders are made of patent leather. A
Victoria top was available as an ophign

The wohicle is stesred with a tiller
located on the right side of the drivers
soat. The car's spead and acceleration
are controlled by a throttie handle on
the right arm rest nest 1o the driver. A
reverse pedal is on the floor and there
ars two double-acting brakes on the
rear hub which are gperated by a brake
Pl w0 T AR s el

The Prescoll is equipped wilh a ten

Godd medal awarded foa Prescolt car by b A
in Fhi New Fork-Boion Aedebn
@, iha sl was donated i3

gallon fuel tank and has a 32 gailon
copper water tank behind ihe drivers
goal. The boiler is 8 seamless drawn-
steol shell sixteen inches in diameter It
contains 387 one-hall inch twenly
gauge seamiess drawn copper lubes.
The burner is constructed so that it
cannol warp or burn out

With the adveni of the gasoline
enging, Amos Prescoil decided 10
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discontinue making his Prescott Steam
Car and in December of 1905 all mamu-
facturing ceased

Mow, 76 years after its "birth”, the
1803 Prescott Steam Car has come

home to rest in the same lown wherg it
griginated, where it is the treasurad
possession of the descendants aof the
company's lounder
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Viaw unges the sssl of the 1803 Prescaol
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