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GEFICE &F ':ll - 5 'Ir g ‘J
THE PRESIDENT '

January 10, 1936

”

7

MWr. Carl B. Fritsche,
16826 St. Paul,
Grosse Polnte, liich.

Dear ¥r. Fritsche:

Away buck in 1898 und 1899, while lr. Colfin was attend-
ing the University of Nichigan, he nade a steam*car. The
body for the car was built by some carriage maker whose nsme
1 do not know, htut who put & tag on it. The car was sold
in 1902, then it was bought baclk later os s curlosity.
For the past several years lMr. Coffin has had it in storage
in the Riverside Storage Company there in Detroit. It, of
course, iQ doing no one any pood sitting in the wurnhnuoe
and HPan ilr. Coffin was down here a weel or so uro he wondered
if UEPPJD# this o0ld ecor would fit into lir. lIord's collection
of antiques, 2nd if it would that he would be very glad to
glve it to the museum or lend it, or most sny other way that
riight be suggested. - :

Would you be good enough to determine whether the museum
there at Dearborn would be lntercsted in having it.

Kindest regards and best wishes

Sincerely,
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February

1936

Mr Alfred W Jones
Sea Island Company
Sea Island Georgia
Dear Mr Jones:

Mr Carl B Fritsche has referred your
letter of January 10 ebout Mr Howard Coffin's
steam car to this office. Mr Henry Ford will be
delighted to have the car for The Edison Institute
Museum,

If you will write the Riverside Storage
Company asking them to release it, we will send :It
truck down for it.

It is kind of Mr Coffin to make this

offer and we assure you that we appreciate it.

Very truly yours
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lHowarD E. Corrix
SEA ISLLAND DEACIT

FEORGEA

CHAIRMAK OF THE BOARD

SEA ISLAMND COMPANY

April 15, 1936

Riverside Storage & Ccartage Co.
Cass & Conpgress Streets,
Detroit, Mich.

Gentlemen:

Please use this asg your suthority to release
the certed old sutomobile,that you have in atoroge there
for Mr. Coffin, to the ldison Institute of Dearborn,
Kichigan. r« F« L. Black of the Ford Motor Company
will srrange to have the Institute plek up this car.

Please send a bill for storage to date to Nr.
Coffin at Sea Island, Georgla.

Very sincerely yours,

£, 2,
For MpS% Coffin,
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* 1936

Howard Coffin, President
Sea Island Company
Sea Island Oeorgie

Dear Mr Coffin:
:‘-;f:-_.', "' "1t was indeed kind of you to pre-
neq sent to me the steam car you made while a
student at the University of Michigan,

- "
aar .

'LII“an pleased to inoclude in our mu=-
i seum this interesting example of your early

14, efforts in sutomotiye transportation. I.am Wa. T
o ¢ 0180 grateful to you for the opportunity you

5 -have given me to preserve it. Your welcome

“a1ieontribution will greatly inorosse the, eduoa-
Luprtional velue of .tha Edisan Inatitute. =~

With renewed thanks and the best of
wishes,

Very truly ﬂ;ﬁﬂm": Sliotead
Jiikn
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UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN
MicuicaN HisToricAL COLLECTIONS

Ann Arbor

Lewis G. Vanoen VeLpg, Director Rackuam BuiLpive
F. Creven Baup, Assistant Director Roous 156-168

July 17, 1953

Mr. Martin D. Lewis
The Henry Ford Museun
Dearborn, Michigan

Dear Mr. Lewls:

Thanks for arranging to have photogravhs of the Howard
E. Coffin car made for the Collections. We shall send
a requisltlon To our buslness office after we receive
them and the bill.

I read with interest the copy of the letter from Al-
Ired W. Jones. The information in i1t 1is obviously
based largely on hearsay.

I am enclosing some facts on & separate sheet which
{'J 5]
you may give to whoever is responsible for the descrip-

tions of the exhibits (if you want %o stick your neck
out). Do what you please with them.

Sincerely yours,

N Bl [(FnlH

e Clever Bald
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UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN

Micuican HistoricarL COLLECTIONS

Lewis G. Vannen YELDE, [Nrector
F. CLevEn Bavrp, Assistant Director

Informantion
Ford Iuseum.

According

drove hig

M=l

of perts purch

a creditable carrlage.

only SH00. Ed

Arbor, Octcber

ahout H

aaad of- B. J.

Ann Arbor

Ricxkmam Bummixc
Rooums 156-168

I
fat}

oward E. Coffin's now in

the Henry

to Edward W. Staebler, Howard E. Coffin first
in Ann Arbor on July 5, 1901. It wre built "mostly

Carter, Jackson, Hich., snd 1ls quite

. aial DpPFAN thet the ear cost

ward . Staebler to American Blecyele Company, Ann
28, 1201l. Staebler and Son Letterpress Book,
*ical Collectlons.

The boller wee bought from Frenkt lllne, Evereti, lMassechu-
setts, Staebler to Millne, February 10, 1902. Ibigd.

Coffin's car w-7 the only automobile in the Ann Arbor Labor
Day parade on September Z, 1901. Ann Arber Dallsy Appus, Septem-
ber 3, 1901.

Coffin sold the car to Edward Waples, an Ann Arbor real

estate denler,

1

L

letterpress

throupgh

the ecar

00x%

in 1902 or 1903. (References to the sale 1n the

not clear as to the date.)

»

Colffin, who wes & resident: of Ana Arbor, was vaving his way
tne Universlty of Michipan by carrying nall. He used
during the Christmas season vhen there were many packages

to deliver.

Coffin w=
s
degree of Bachelor o

5 praduated from the University

in 1903 with the
Sclience in lechanical Engineerings. He went
in Detrolt.

. Clever Bald




DEPARTMENTAL COMMUNICATION

Mr, Frank Davis Aug.2L

e S b [T | ME— Date == 1%

Dr,F., Claver Bald of the Michigan Historizal Collectlions, Unlversity of Michigan,
has just ssnt me some facts taken from original records in thelr collections on
the Steam Carriage built by Howard Coffin when he was a student at the University.
According to these records the date of the first run of the carriages on the strests
of Arm Arbor was July 5, 1901. I am changing the date of the carrlage from 1899 to
1901. Will you mleass change the card which I sent you so that the date reads

1901 rather than the one on it now.

Jals Smith

Repistrar

SAFETY 15 E‘-.FE[_{TBUDY'S BUSIMESS.

"Late in 1898 or early in 1899 Mr. Coffin bullt a steam
gutomobile which performed accordifiz to reporta better

than eny machine of a smilar type then kmown., . . . He
drove this car himself for about three yeara. After
drifting around the country in various hands, it finpally
came into the possession of the Hudson Motor Car Company and
is now in Mr, Coffin's garage in Detroit."

--The Hudson Trlangle, Yol. V; Ho. 12,
September 18, 1915, page 1.

NOTE: Fhotos in this folder were mads from originals bor-
rowad in 1977 by D. J. Kava from relatives of Howard Coffin.
If used, they should be credited to D. J. Kava, Both ple-
tures are of the same stesm car bullt by Coffin.
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COFFIN

STEAM CAR
HOWARD E.COFFIN, ANN ARBOR, MICH
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